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Editorial 

The problems of mountain areas in the North 

Caucasus at the core of a recent conference 

The Mountain Forum "Efficient Development of 

Mountainous Territories of Russia" was held in 

Makhachkala on 26-29 July. It was sponsored by 

the government of Dagestan as a part of the 

Year of Mountains celebrated in the republic. The 

main objective was to promote the specific inter-

ests of mountain regions, particularly in the North 

Caucasus where a considerable part of popula-

tion still lives in the mountains. In Dagestan – 

literally "the country of mountains" – mountain-

eers make up 30% of inhabitants, more than in 

any other part of Caucasus and throughout Rus-

sia. In total, 53% of the territory of 43 Russian 

regions and republics are located in mountains. 

Because of severe natural conditions, isolation 

and low productivity of traditional agriculture 

(most often the principal and even the only 

branch of economy), these regions suffer from 

fast depopulation, which causes serious damage 

to the fragile mountain environment. In North Os-

setia only 1% of population currently 

lives at high altitudes. Yet mountains 

are the cradle of many ethnic groups 

and concentrate an important part of 

their natural and cultural heritage, there-

by playing a key role in their identity. It 

is known that Caucasians are emotion-

ally very tied to their homelands and try 

to keep their ancestors’ houses as long 

as possible. 

A number of Dagestani and other Cau-

casian scholars advance have long ad-

vocated for specific support to mountain 

areas, drawing upon the example of 

some European countries: state assis-

tance to the construction of roads, mod-

ernisation of social infrastructure, diver-

sification of the economy, subsidies to 

the agriculture and other activities, dis-

counts on electricity prices and risks’ 

insurance, etc. The parliaments of North 

Ossetia, Dagestan and the Republic of 

Altay in Siberia have already adopted 

laws on the development of mountain-

ous regions and specific programmes. 

The authors of these laws identified 

practical solutions to settle the issue of 

mountain areas’ delimitation, which de-
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pends not only on the altitude but also on other factors. 

But the lack of funding hampers an effective application 

implementation of these laws. 

The Forum gathered official 

delegations and scholars 

from all regions of North 

Caucasus and was inaugu-

rated by Ramazan Ab-

dulatipov, Head of Dagestan, 

who strongly supports initia-

tives in favour of mountain 

territories. The conference 

approved the Mountain Chart 

of Dagestan as well as a fed-

eral bill about mountain terri-

tories. The participants visit-

ed three mountain districts 

situated in different parts of 

the republic where they met municipal authorities and 

got acquainted with the challenges of local develop-

ment. 

Local initiatives are pivotal in mountain areas. Special-

ised economic clusters producing vegetables 

(cabbage, potatoes, onions, tomatoes), fruits (apricots, 

grapes), and honey, bull-calf fattening, and raising 

sheep and poultry emerged in a number of districts. 

These clusters are based on small "informal" family 

business. They contribute to the creation of jobs, the 

growth of human well-being and the modernisation of 

economy. These clusters fostered the development 

new competences in the field of agrarian technologies, 

as well as marketing, but most importantly, they paved 

the way for an entrepreneurial environment open to in-

novations and potentially capable of providing econom-

ic success for the entire region. This phenomenon is 

quite comparable with "classical" clusters in North-

Eastern and Central Italy which became European and 

global foci of production of high-quality consumer 

goods. 

However, the emergence of these clusters did not re-

sult in faster regional development. As noted by some 

of the Forum’s participants, the model under which a 

small producer receives an income but does not pay 

taxes and transfers economic risks and infrastructural 

problems to the authorities is very fragile and vulnera-

ble. Social guarantees are absent, the competitiveness 

of products is insufficient, and incomes vary greatly de-

pending on the changing demand and do not yield a 

multiplicative effect. 

Unlike Italian and other similar clusters, there is no co-

operation among North Caucasian small producers, 

which drastically limits their economic efficiency and 

Vladimir Kolosov,  
Head of the Centre of Geo-
political Studies at the Ins-

titute of Geography and 
Professor at the Moscow 
Institute of International 

Relations  



restricts their potential markets. The reasons of 

such situation are complex and lie in the conflict 

between traditional social and familial solidarity, 

on the one hand, and lack of trust in the society, 

on the other hand.  

The participants of the Forum discussed the per-

spectives for a multifunctional development of 

mountain territories that would not only be based 

on specialised agriculture and tourism but also 

on traditional handicraft and some branches of 

industry. A particular attention was paid to the 

role of culture and changes in identity under the 

impact of urbanisation and migrations, and to so-

cial problems – the quality of life, unemployment, 

degradation of transhumance, crisis of mountain 

communities and the transformation of rural 

houses into vacation homes. Some authors ex-

pressed their hope in the restoration of aban-

doned villages thanks to the state’s assistance. A 

number of presentations were devoted to the role 

of federal, regional and local authorities in the 

revival of mountain territories and cooperation 

between municipalities, to the questions of sus-

tainable development in the context of global 

changes. All in all, the Forum contributed to a 

better understanding and public visibility of the 

mountain areas’ problems. It can serve a good 

and relatively rare example of public authorities’ 

interest in the results of recent academic re-

search. ■ 

 

CASCADE Working Papers and Re-

cent Publications by CASCADE Re-

searchers  

The special issue "Religion and Society in the 

Caucasus: Post-Soviet Dynamics" of 

"Gosudarstvo, religiia, tserkov' v Rossii i za 

rubezhom" № 2 (34), 2016 coordinated by Al-

exandre Agadjanian and Silvia Serrano  

Articles by CASCADE researchers in this special 

issue:  

Silvia Serrano (WP6) "The Time of Cathedrals: Reli-
gious Buildings and Political Legitimation in Post-
Soviet Georgia", Gosudarstvo, religiia, tserkov' v 
Rossii i za rubezhom 34(2): 133-155.  
 
In the past two decades, the Orthodox Church of Geor-
gia as an institution has been considerably strength-
ened, and its influence in the public space has signifi-
cantly grown. As demonstrated by numerous studies, 
this is partly due to the link between national and reli-
gious identities and to the instrumentalisation of religion 
by political elites. However, the concrete ways in which 
the public authorities have sought to establish their le-
gitimacy thanks to religious references remain to be 
scrutinized, as well as the constraints they are subject-
ed to. This article focuses on the games of power and 
strategies of the Patriarchate and the Government 
around the construction and reconstruction of two ca-
thedrals, Sameba and Bagrati, and on the challenges 
of building the symbolic national space. Through the 
analysis of the attempts of the Saakashvili Govern-
ment’s attempts to use the symbolic resources provid-
ed by major religious buildings, it sheds some light on 
the limits of the instrumentalisation of Orthodoxy in the 
legitimisation of power. Full text of the article.  
 
Zviadadze Sophie (WP6) "The Cult of Monk 
Gabriel: Institutionalization of Popular Reli-
gion and Its Political Dimension in Ge-
ogia", Gosudarstvo, religiia, tserkov' v 
Rossii i za rubezhom 34(2): 226-254.  
 
Monk Gabriel (1929-1995) is one of the most 
popular religious personalities in modern 
Georgia. His sermons and prophecies be-
came very popular in the early 1990s and still 
are to this date. The expanding Internet social 
networks added to his popularity. His name is 
connected with miraculous healings; his grave 
became a sort of a modern shrine in the Geor-
gian Orthodox Church. The phenomenon is 
on the verge between official and popular reli-
gion. His name became a source of legitima-
tion for the Church as well as for the political 
establishment. In 2012 the "strange monk" 
was canonized as a saint, in 2014 his body 
was reburied in the Sameba cathedral in Tbili-
si, and an avenue was renamed after him. 
The whole phenomenon shows the changing 
and complex role of religion in post-
communist Georgian society. The full article is 
available here.  
 
Zaytseva Anna (WP6) "Cohesion of Reli-
gious Communities in Situation of Conflict: 
A Case Study of Confrontations around 
Imam n a Dagestani Village", Gosudarstvo, 
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religiia, tserkov’ v Rossii i za rubezhom 34(2): 
281-309.   
 
The article is fieldwork-based and is devoted to 
the study of social cohesion in the context of co-
existence of various Muslim communities in a 
Dagestani village. The article explores the social 
aspects of the religious confrontations that 
emerged in the wake  of the forced dismissal of 
an imam. He was accused of belonging to the 
Wahhabi network. The author analyses narra-
tives around the imam, who is the central figure 
of the conflict. As a conclusion, the article identi-
fies the preconditions for reinforced religious soli-
darity. Read the full article here.  
 
*** 

"Armenia Revolts: the Reasons and Conse-

quences of the Current Crisis?" PISM, The 

Polish Institute for International Affairs, Blog: 

Maria Przelomiec asks about the East, 11 Au-

gust 2016 

Leila Alieva (WP6 and WP7): The events in Ar-

menia were overshadowed by the consequences 

of the attempted coup in Turkey. However, they 

are a serious reminder of how risky and de-

ceptive the continued political “stability” in the 

countries of the region might be.  

The development involved a complex 
knot of players and groups of interests, 
unhappy with the policies of the current 
president and the growing erosion of the 
legitimacy of power. Read the full com-
mentary here.    
 
*** 
 
Hohmann S., Laruelle M., Burtseva 

A., "Murmansk. Biography of a City 

and its Population Movements," in 

Laruelle M. (Eds.), New Mobilities and 

Social Changes in Russia’s Arctic Re-

gions, Londres, Routledge, 2016.  

*** 

Listen to the Sputnik Armenia interview (in Russian) 

with Aude Merlin on conflicts in the Caucasus 

(WP7 Conflict, Violence and Peacebuilding):  

http://bit.ly/29mmq7.  

*** 

Taline Papazian, "L’Armenie à l’epreuve du feu", in 
Karthala, 2016. A book on the Armenian state building 
through Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. ■ 
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Conferences & Workshops 

IGRAS team took part in the Mountain Forum 
in Dagestan and held a workshop on local 
development initiatives 

The IGRAS team started its visit to Dagestan by 

attending the Mountain Forum "Efficient Develop-

ment of Mountainous Territories of Russia" orga-

nised on 26-28 July by the government of the 

Republic.  

The Forum was a part of the Year of Mountains 

celebrated in Dagestan and was opened by Ra-

mazan Abdulatipov, Head of the Republic, and 

Lev Kuznetsov, Federal Minister for North Cau-

casus Affairs. The event gathered a great num-

ber of scholars and experts from all republics and 

regions of North Caucasus, members of the Da-

gestani government and heads of municipal dis-

tricts. Vladimir Kolosov was invited to make a 

presentation at the plenary meeting and Olga 

Vendina was a speaker at the session devoted to 

local initiatives in the afternoon. 

A workshop scheduled on local development ini-

tiatives was held on 30 July in the village of Chur-

takh, Lackh district, located at the altitude of 

about 2,100 m. Participants included the mem-

bers of the IGRAS team, Dagestani scholars, the 

heads of the mountainous Lackh District, the 

mayor of the village, experts from North Ossetia, 

Chechnya, Stavropol region and representatives 

of the CASCADE’s "sister" project ISSICEU. The 

workshop was opened in the presence of local 

inhabitants. 

Find more information on the website of Russian 

Geographical Society and watch a video report 

on the Dagestani TV.  

*** 

UACES 46th Annual Conference, Queen Mary 

University of London, 5-7 September 2016 

A CASCADE panel was organised at the UACES Con-
ference in London (Queen Mary University). Derek 
Averre (University of Birmingham) presented a joint 
paper "Rethinking democracy and security in the Cau-
casus", prepared with Kevork Oskanian. Laure Del-
cour (FMSH) presented the preliminary findings of 
CASCADE WP9 on "Perceptions of the EU in the Cau-
casus" (paper co-authored with Kataryna 
Wolczuk, University of Birmingham) 
and Nino Kemoklidze (University of Birmingham) deli-
vered a presentation on "Trade as a Confidence-
Building Measures: Cases of Georgia and Moldova" 
(co-authored with Stefan Wolff, University of Bir-
mingham). Discover the conference's pro-
gramme here. 

*** 

Laure Delcour participated in the ECPR General Con-

ference in Prague (7-10 September 2016), where she 

presented a paper co-authored by Kataryna Wolczuk 

(University of Birmingham) on "Images of the EU and 

perceptions of its policies in the Caucasus" as part of 

the section "EU Global Perceptions". ■ 

 

Page  5 Issue 05/June 2016 CASCADE Exploring the Security-Democracy Nexus in the Caucasus 

CASCADE researchers at the UACES con-
ference (from left to right) : Nino 

Kemoklidze, Derek Averre and CASCADE 
Scientific Coordinator Laure Delcour  
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Past fieldwork  
 

In summer 2016, Weronika Zmiejewski stayed in 

Georgia for several months to study the home 

communities of Georgian female labour migrants 

to Thessaloniki (Greece).  

*** 

From the July 24 until the August 3, Samuele Do-

minioni (WP8) has made fieldworks in Armenia 

and Georgia to collect materials for his research.   

*** 

In September 2016, Dr. Florian Mühlfried stayed 

in Abkhazia for three weeks to study religious 

pluralism and the relationships of the state 

to institutionalized religious groups (WP 6). ■  

Upcoming events 

CASCADE Final Events in Brussels:  

Joint CASCADE-ISSICEU Final Policy Event 
“The European Union and the Caucasus: New 
Perspectives on an Evolving Relationship,” 
18 October, Brussels:  
The final policy event (organised jointly 

with ISSICEU) will take place at 
the Permanent Representation of Swe-
den to the European Union, Square de 
Meeûs 30, Brussels. The draft version of 
event’s programme can be found here. 
 
The CASCADE’s Final Conference 
“The Democracy-Security Nexus in 
and around the Caucasus,” 20-21 Oc-
tober, Brussels: 
This international conference will be or-
ganised as part of the EU-FP7 CAS-
CADE project (www. cascade-
caucasus.eu). It will critically re-examine 
the link between security and democrati-
sation in the Caucasus, in a context of 
growing authoritarianism and new pro-
test movements, as well as conflict 
transformation resulting from broader 
political upheavals in the wider neigh-
bourhood. This re-examination will be 
informed by a combination of macro- 
and micro-approaches. The conference 
will take place in Brussels (Université 
Libre de Bruxelles) on 20 and 21 Octo-
ber 2016. The call for proposals can be 
found here. Practical information and 
accommodation for participants is avail-
bale here.  

*** 

"Mistrust, Mobilities, Insecurities Conference" 

Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany, No-

vember 16-17, 2016 

This international conference will be organised as part 

of the EU-FP7 CASCADE project by the working 

group dedicated to issues of migration, mobilities and 

poverty in the Caucasus. The central notion to be ex-

plored during the conference is mistrust. In contrast to 

the notion of trust, which has become popular as a 

social phenomenon in the social sciences of late, the 

notion of mistrust is mostly overlooked. If at all, mis-

trust is investigated as the flip side of trust, as an an-

noying absence and a societal failure. In this vein, 

post-Soviet citizens such as those from the Caucasus 

are depicted as notoriously deficient: alienated from 

the state due to the Soviet past they are still haunted 

by, incapable of creating a genuine civil society, un-

willing to follow the rule of law, relying on personal net-

works and relations rather than the state apparatus, 

predisposed to corruption. The most pressing question 

thus seems to be how to restore trust in the state, and 
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how to foster trust in civil agents and free mar-

kets.  

With this conference, we intend to take a step 

back and explore what people actually do when 

they mistrust. Particular attention will be paid to 

how mistrust relates to poverty, insecurity and 

(voluntary as well as involuntary) forms of mobili-

ty as widespread experiences in the post-Soviet 

Caucasus and beyond. We also ask for the con-

structive potential of practices of mistrust. Can 

we identify communities of mistrust? May mis-

trust be culturally coded? If so, what is particular 

about these codes? Does the sharing of mistrust 

create new forms of legitimacy? See more de-

tails on the conference here.  

*** 

"Migration, Mobile Goods and Trade Net-

works in the Caucasus" 

Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany, 

November 18-19, 2016 

Migration is one of the most popular strategies of 

coping with poverty among citizens from the 

Caucasus. In addition to economic factors, mi-

gration forms a set of practices aimed at secur-

ing social security and personal development. 
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Political changes and economic crises within host 

countries affect migration patterns and the circulation 

of goods. At the same time, migration dynamics have 

an impact on changes in border policy, attitude to-

wards migrants and labour market regulations. For 

those involved, human mobility creates translocal and 

transnational ties (or networks) that pave the way for 

the circulation of goods and enable or facilitate move-

ment of immobile people. For people in the Caucasus, 

especially after the collapse of the Soviet Union, so-

cial networks in their multiple localities play a crucial 

role in establishing livelihood strategies and ways of 

operating in domestic economies. Social networks 

affect not only migration flows from the Caucasus but 

also influence the kind of survival tactics migrants em-

ploy while abroad. In this light, we are interested in 

how migration chains and communities are built and 

how they function. The circulation of goods is embed-

ded in social activities as a way of bridging and not 

bridging networks.  

Within this framework, we would like to address the 

following questions during the conference: What kind 

of impact does migration and the circulation of mobile 

goods have on mobile and immobile people from the 

Caucasus? How does this impact effect the relations 

between South Caucasian states and societies and 

external entities such as the Russian Federation and 

the EU? See more details on the conference 

here. ■  

 

Forthcoming publications  

Neil Melvin, "Prisoners of the Mountains: 

The Regionalisation of Conflict in the Cau-

casus Region," SIPRI Policy Paper, October 

2016 ■ 
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Find CASCADE project photos in our Photo Gallery:  

CASCADE Photo Gallery 

http://www.cascade-caucasus.eu/en_GB/events/photo-gallery


Announcements 
 

New Dissemination and Ou-
treach Manager (WP10):  

Elina Chilingaryan !  

Welcome to our CASCADE 
Project Team !  

 

*** 
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CASCADE Project is now on 

Storify:  

 - EU FP7 CASCADE  Cauca-

sus Project via our project Storify 

 - CASCADE project Events via Storify 

 - CASCADE project Publications via Storify  

 

 

CASCADE Project at a glance 

http://www.cascade-caucasus.eu/en_GB/about-cascade/work-packages/wp10-dissemination
https://storify.com/CascadeCaucasus/cascade-final
https://storify.com/CascadeCaucasus/cascade-final
https://storify.com/CascadeCaucasus/cascade-project-events
https://storify.com/CascadeCaucasus/cascade-project-publications


This project has received funding from the European Union's Seventh Framework Programme for 

research, technological development and demonstration under grant agree-

ment no. 613354.  

CASCADE is an international EU-funded research project led by the Fondation 

Maison des Sciences de l’Homme. 

CASCADE was selected under the EU FP7 call for proposal "Security and democracy in the neigh-

bourhood: The case of the Caucasus." The duration is 3 years (2014-2017).  

Project Coordinator:  

Dr. Laure Delcour,  

ldelcour@msh-paris.fr   

 

Follow us:  

Facebook: Cascade Caucasus  

Twitter: @CascadeCaucasus  

Storify: CascadeCaucasus 

 Website:  

      http://www.cascade-caucasus.eu   

 

 

Discover previous issues of the CASCADE’s Newsletter:   
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